ttafted, the Ulcer was foon cicatrized by the com- 
mon Methods of Cure in fuch Cafes. 

N. B. All thefe Petfons are yet living, and will 
atteft the Truth of the Cafe. 
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X. J Letter from Tho. Stack, M Z). to Sir 
Hans Sloan e, Bart. ^r. R. S. &c. contain^ 
ing an Account of a Woman fixty-eight 
Years of Age, ^ho gave Suck to tvso of her 
Grand-chmren. 

Honoured SIR, 

A Gentleman of Credit having lately informed mc 
of a Woman near feventy Years old, who actu- 
ally fuckles one of her Grand-children, and courte- 
oufly offering to accompany me to her, excited my 
Curiofity to fee fo uncommon a Sight 5 and the more, 
in order to try if 1 could not difcover fome Fallacy 
in the Affair. Wherefore I went Yefterday, in Com- 
pany with the aforefaid Gentleman, to a Houfe in 
Tottenham-Court- Roady where the Woman we in- 
quired for appeared in an Inftant. Her Brealfts were 
full, fair, and void of Wrinkles; though her Face is 
very much withered, her Cheeks and Mouth vaftly 
funk in, her Eyes red, and running with a clammy 
Humour ^ and though fhe has, in fhort, all the other 
external Marks that one may reafonably expeft to find 
in a Woman, who has fpent the laft Half of her paft 
Life in Labour, Troubles, and other Concomitants of 
Poverty, and through them has reach'd near to her 
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ro^^ Year. Upon preffing her right Bread, (he fairly 
fqueez'd out Milk, which gathered in fmall Drops at 
three of the Lafteal Dufts terminating in the Nipple. 
This Experiment I made her repeat a fecond time, 
having niyfelf carefully dry'd the End of the Nipple 
with my Handkerchief, as 1 had done before her firft 
Trial. Convinced of the Truth of the Fad, I ask'd 
her feveral Queftions, in order to procure Materials 
for a Hiftory thereof. The Subftance of her Anfwers 
was as follows : 

Her Name by Marriage is Elmabeth Brian. She 
is in the jfixty-eighth Year of her Age iince laft 
O^obetj and has not borne a Child thefe twenty 
Years and upwards. About four Years iince, her 
Daughter being obliged to leave an Infant flie then 
gave Suck to, in the Care of this her own Mother, 
and likely to be a confiderable time abfcnt 5 the old 
Woman, finding the Child froward for want of the 
Breaft, apply'd it to her own, barely in order to quiet 
the Infant, without the leaft Thoughts of Milk. And 
this having reiterated feveral times, a Son of hers, by 
that time grown a Man, perceiv'd that the Child 
feem'd to fwallow fomewhat from the Nipple 5 where* 
upon he begg'd Leave of his Mother to try if fhe had 
not Milk. The Experiment fucceeded : The Youth 
drew Milk from that fame Breaft from which he had 
been weaned above twenty Years, and which had been 
unaccuftom'd to any for feventeen or eighteen Years 
before: The good Woman then continued to fuckle 
her Grandchild in earneft: And in fome time her 
Daughter, mz,. the Infant's Mother, feeing fhe was 
provided with fuch an extraordinary and tender Nurfc, 
was emboldened to bid fair for an Increafe of Iflue, 

which 
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which till th^n (he knew not how to nourifh or pro- 
vide for. Accordingly, at the End of two Years, (he 
brought forth another Child $ whereupon the Grand- 
mother wean d the firft, and fuckled the latter 5 which 
fhehas done thefc laft two Years, and ftill continues to 
do. And this Infant, in my Prefence, took the Nip- 
ple with as much Eagernefs, and fceming Delight, as I 
ever perceived in a Child of two Years old 5 and at it 
plainly performed the Anions of Sudion and Degluti- 
tion. The two Children, both Girls, are, as to Con- 
ftitution, fuch as I could wifti to the deareft Friend $ 
plump and firm in Flefh j in Complexion cleanly, fair 
and healthy, and in Temper brisk and fprightly 5 con-f 
fidering the Lownefs of their Condition and Education, 
and the mean Diet of the Nurfe. 

When this good Woman came to Town, which 
was near two Years fince, her Milk abounded to that 
Degree in both Breads, that, to convince the Unbe- 
lieving, fhe would frequently fpout it above a Yard 
from her : A Particular which, among others, the good 
Man and Woman of the Houfe, and others of the 
Neighbourhood, likcwife affured me of. Now her 
left Breaft is run dry, and (he has no great Quantity in 
the Right : But what there is, is as good Milk as one 
may delire in a Nurfe. 

The poor Woman feems perfedly honeft and art- 
lefs, and even inclines ftrongly to Dotage. She very 
religioufly throws the Whole upon a Miracle* 

1 beg Leave to fubfcribe with Gratitude and Rcipcd, 
both in a fupreme Degree, Hamured SIR, 

l^ondon, Jm. 8. ToUT moft obliged 

1733. ^^- 7»'- ^'^d obedient Servant, 

Thomas Stack. 



